
Saigon, Vietnam 

l!Qi.GAR-OT (Or) 30 March 1962 

SUBJECT: Lessons Lear-led f~umber 2 

TO: See Distribution 

1. General: A three. phased operation em,pl_o;&:g, :irxobiie 
elements to restore an area to effective GVJ!I control was recently 
conducted in the I Corps Zone. 

2. Participating Units: Eight rifle and Ranger Comjjanies, 
one airborne battalxn, one Civil Guard Company and 1 "Provincial 
C0~1p3Aly" were sup-sorted b;v mortars, air and artille,ry elements, 

3. Xission: Destruction of an estimated VC battalion in 
the area of operations followed by pacification and extention of 
effective GVN control lilt0 the 0;jerational area. 

4. Concept of the Operation: Friendly forces, organized 
into three task forces, were to move bzr foot and helicopter into 
the operational area with the bulk of the airlilobile forces 
occupying blocking positions on the Xest edge of the area. Re- 
mainder of the forces were to ioiove to the Ttiest sweeping VC into 
the previously positioned block&g forces. 

5. Results: Fffteeii VC xere killed, 19 wounded and 95 were 
captured. Seven weapons and other x~scellaneous material were 
seized. There were other VC casualties ixflic-led by air and . 
artillery but these were not confirmed. 

. a, Tactical sxrprise, normally achieved by the employ- 
ment of . . air-mobile forces 9 was J_<,st due to the poor& coordinated 
movement i?ltO the Objective are%. i)esig:xted D Eay Ttias dela.:ed 
one day because air-.mobile forces could not be landed due to poor 
weather conditions. The participating foot elements either did 
not r+xeiveI.the order or dSd liot'choose to fb-l13aq the new in- 
structions. They jumped off in the attxk 25% h0u-r~ prior to the 
positioning of the blocking forces by helicopter. A;Jp2rently, 
the VC were alerted by this early iz:ove_?ent into the objective 
area and successfully evaded the blocking forces and f;sca;2ed. 

b. vc casualties ;.re cla!&ed by air and artlilerv support 
but tLre not confirmed because they were inflifcted ii1 t~i_naccess~blett 
areas. ObvPousl;~, if the VC could move ti-;rough the ar3c.s they Frere 
not, in fact, !i:naccess~~ble~t, This sup.1ortin.g fire sA~ol;,ld have 
been the object of ground follow-up action to 
and to confirm the casuklti 
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